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School tours to New Zealand — www.learningjourneys.co.nz

What can we do for you and your students?

Learning Journeys is a tour company specialising in educational tours to New Zealand for secondary
school students. We save you time and stress by organising everything from the moment we collect
you from the airport in New Zealand until we see you into the departure lounge again at the end of
your tour. Our expertise includes ecology, biotechnology, chemistry, earth and environmental
science, physics and geography. Tours are tailored to the needs of specific groups and adventure
(including skiing) and sightseeing activities are added as desired.

Why New Zealand?

e A new and exciting environment for your students, with lots of valuable educational
opportunities.

e  Value for money: cheap flights and a favourable exchange rate, especially from Australia.

e  Safety: no dangerous animals, well-developed infrastructure and legislation for risk-management.

e  Easy access: lots to do and see in a small area once you arrive.

e  Plenty of clean, well-organised hostel accommodation, ideal for school groups.

e Lots of sight-seeing and expertly managed adventure options, (including skiing).

Why Learning Journeys?

e  We're Qualmark accredited (a system developed by Tourism New Zealand and the AA) and
Department of conservation approved, SO you can be confident of the quality of the experience
you’ll have with us.

e  Trips for secondary students have been our specialty for twelve years now. We have thousands
of happy clients inside and outside New Zealand, SO you can be confident we love what we do and
have had lots of practice.

e  We're experienced secondary science and geography teachers (in the classroom and out of it) SO
you can be sure we know our stuff, as well as how to manage and relate to teenagers.

e  We make it easy for you to offer your students educational trips to New Zealand by taking care of
everything: accommodation, transport and activity bookings, facilitation, risk management
paperwork and even worksheets if you want them. SO you won’t be exhausted and can relax and
enjoy the trip as much as everyone else.

e  All activities are fun, interactive and hands-on, curriculum-linked (if you want), tailored to suit
your needs and thoroughly risk-managed. SO teachers, SMT, students and parents are all happy
with the outcomes.

e  We have close to 100 New Zealand secondary school clients SO you’ll have plenty of choice if
you’d like to include sport or cultural exchange in your programme.

Recent feedback

Radford College, Canberra, Australia — April 2013
“I found the process of organising the Earth and Environmental Science Tour with Learning Journeys an
easy and stress-free experience. From the first contact to organise an initial quote Michele was
more than happy to consider our needs with regards to locations we wanted to visit, as well as being
able to suggest additional locations, activities and ideas. This resulted in an itinerary being developed
that contained the right balance of educational, cultural and adventure experiences for our students.
Whilst on tour our guide ensured that everything flowed smoothly as she frequently liaised with venues,
restaurants and accommodation providers and was flexible to change our itinerary as dictated by the
weather and our students’ interests. Her knowledge of the geological, social and cultural history of the
places we visited was invaluable - our students wouldn't have had access to that information had we
run the tour ourselves. Our students returned home bubbling with enthusiasm after such an amazing
experience. Thank you Learning Journeys.”
Hwa Chong Institution, Singapore - January 2013
“Many thanks for being such a great guide in educating the students and looking after our needs. The
kids enjoyed themselves thoroughly and it was a great eye-opener for them. The whole learning
experience was fabulous with a good mix of biology and chemistry. Thanks a lot to cater to the needs of
the students last minute by offering qualitative analysis work for the students. It is probably one of the
most memorable experience they had, collecting water from the ground and identifying the ions present
(and not to mention smelling the hydrogen sulfide!). Both Yitian and I learnt a lot from the trip as well
and we have to agree that New Zealand is one of the most beautiful places we have ever visited. :”
www.learningjourneys.co.nz
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Sample tour — Earth Science Learning Journey — April 2013

Monday 15" April (D) Auckland to Tauranga

Arrive at Auckland airport and drive to Tauranga for an introduction to New Zealand and its geology from the slopes
of Mauao, iconic mountain (lava dome) at the mouth of Tauranga Natural Harbour. Enjoy views of the Taupo
volcanic zone, and locally, drowned valleys, barrier island and a tombolo.

Tuesday 16" April (BD) Tauranga to Whakatane to Rotorua

Drive to Whakatane to take a luxury launch to White Island and a tour of the crater (gas masks supplied!) before
returning to the mainland (possible dolphin watching en route). As time allows, examine greywacke outcrops at Kohi
Point, the parallel mountain ranges of the East Cape, the Rangitikei Plains graben, aggradation over the past 6000
years, former dune systems and the Edgecumbe fault, a remnant of the 1987 earthquake.

Wednesday 17" April (BD) Rotorua

Visit Rotorua Museum for an introduction to the Taupo Volcanic Zone and the 1886 eruption of Mt. Tarawera in
particular, as well as local Maori history and culture, strongly influenced by volcanic and hydrothermal activity in the
area. Visit the Buried Village, site of the village closest to the Mt. Tarawera’s eruption. Stop for a paddle or swim in
the Blue (crater) Lake. Enjoy some free time in Rotorua City then, in the evening, enjoy a hangi (ground oven
cooked) meal, a Maori Cultural presentation and kapa haka performance at Mitai Village.

Thursday 18" April (BD) Rotorua

Get serious this morning with some qualitative and quantitative analysis of hot spring water and geothermal mud
in Kuirau Park with the aim of understanding the relationship between volcanic and hydrothermal activity and how
geologists monitor the one as a source of clues about the other. This afternoon take a ride on the Gondola up
Ngongotaha mountain (with spectacular views of Rotorua caldera and associated landforms) and enjoy lugeing back
down.

Friday 19" April (BD) Rotorua to Tongariro National Park

This morning take a guided tour of Waimangu Volcanic Valley with its crater lakes, relics of Mt. Tarawera’s 1886
eruption, then a jet boat ride to the Hidden Valley of Orakei Korako and a tour of the geysers, silica terraces and
cave of this completely different geothermal park. Drive on south, stopping to admire the Huka Falls, close to the
outlet of Lake Taupo into the Waikato River. Enjoy views and discussion of Lake Taupo caldera and the strato-
volcanoes of Tongariro National Park.

Saturday 20" April (BD) Tongariro National Park

The Tongariro Alpine Crossing (19 km, 7 hours, 900m height gain) is today’s challenge. This hike takes you up
Mangatepopo glacial valley over lava flows of different vintages and then, after a long climb past Tongariro’s
newest satellite cone, Ngauruhoe (aka Mt. Doom) to the summit next to the aptly named Red Crater. The hardest
part of the hike over, you now descend past steam vents and brilliantly coloured crater lakes through tussock and
beech forest to meet your transport at the Ketetahi Road end. Plan B: if the weather isn’t suitable for the Crossing
take a couple of shorter, lower altitude hikes.

Sunday 21* April (BD) Tongariro National Park

Enjoy White Water Rafting on the Tongariro River (Grade 3, 60 rapids, a fantastic first time experience) and/or take
a hike round Lake Rotopounamu. Follow this with visit to Whakapapa Visitor Centre to understand the park’s
geology and ecology and the management of public use of the park to ensure its sustainability.

Monday 22" April (BD) Tongariro National Park to Taupo

Visit the Volcanic Activity Centre with its interactive displays and video presentations, then tour the Craters of the
Moon geothermal park. Move on to a lookout over the steam field of Wairakei Geothermal Power-station. This
afternoon is free for relaxing, shopping or other optional activities before you finish the day with a hot swim at a
local thermal resort.

Tuesday 23" April (BD) Taupo to Waitomo Caves
Drive to Waitomo Caves and begin your experience of solution caves with a session with the education officer at the

Caves Museum. Next, tour the famous Glow-worm caves and take a walk through a collapsed cave system,
including a hanging bridge.

Wednesday 24™ April (BD) Waitomo Caves to Auckland

This morning you have the choice of visiting the Ruakuri cave, (a small group, more atmospheric, personalized tour)
or enjoying a black water rafting adventure - a 3 hour experience including wading or floating along an underground
stream. Wetsuits, hard hats etc. are provided. Relax this afternoon with an entertaining one man show (Woodlyn
Park) telling the story of how european pioneers made a living from the land.

Thursday 25" April (BD)

Your last day in New Zealand will begin with a dawn ANZAC Day service at the Auckland Domain, followed by a visit
to the Sky Tower or Auckland Museum. Next, walk to the summit of Mt. Eden Volcano or shop for souvenirs, as
time allows, before your early afternoon transfer to the airport for your flight home.
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